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and teachers may derive many suggestions from these books. The work is to be 
published in six volumes, book I giving a broad treatment of the world; book IV, 
North America ; V, Africa ; and VI the British Empire. 

Geographen-Kalender. In Verbindung mit vielen Fachgenossen 
herausgegeben von Dr. Hermann Haack. (Fifth year.) vii and 
775 PP.> 36 Maps, Portrait and Index. Justus Perthes, Gotha, 1907. (Price, 
$1.50.) 
This annual has become a necessity to all geographical workers. The issue 
for 1907 contains 112 more pages than that for 1906. The number of maps has 
increased from ten maps and twelve tables to thirty-six maps, all illustrating 
geographical progress and events. Access to all the information is facilitated in 
this edition by a systematic table of contents. and a complete index to names and 
facts. The geographical chronicle has been greatly enlarged and the arrange- 
ment of the data by geographical location instead of chronologically is a desired 
improvement. The exploratory enterprises of the year are summarized in forty 
pages with references to the literature descriptive of each undertaking and illus- 
trated by seventeen maps. The list of the literary output of 1906, including books,, 
monographs, papers and maps, covers 105 pages. Obituary notices fill 16 pages 
and the address book 330 pages, undoubtedly the most complete list of living 
geographical workers that has appeared to this time. A complete set of the 
Geographen-Kalender on the desk of a geographical worker is a continuously use- 
ful literary help. The portrait of Dr. G. Dalla Vedova is accompanied by an 
account of his long geographical career. 

Dictionnaire Manuel Illustre de Geographic Par Albert Deman- 
geon. vii and 860 pp., Illustrations. Librairie Armand Colin, Paris, 1907. 
(Price, 6 fr.) 
A handy volume of concise geographical descriptions and definitions. It is 
partly gazetteer, as it contains, perhaps, all or most of the geographical place- 
names that are positively essential in a small reference book of the kind. It aims- 
also to define the technical words or terms used in physical geography and the 
other earth studies, gives some of the most important facts about countries, cities,, 
explorers, geographers, industrial products, cartography, including map projec- 
tions, geodesy, etc. Covering so wide a field, the topics are necessarily treated 
with extreme brevity. There is apparently no attempt to give the same kinds of 
facts for each class of topics. The facts about Milan, for example, relate to its 
geographical position, communications, number of inhabitants, industries, altitude 
and temperature (maximum, minimum and annual mean). In the article on 
Chicago nothing is said about its altitude or temperature. Its Commerce is empha- 
sized, though that of Milan is not mentioned. A large part of the contents is 
unexceptionable, though the work contains its full share of the mistakes common to 
such reference books. 

A Progressive Course of Comparative Geography. By P. Hv 

I/Estrange, xii and 148 pp., 177 Pictures and Diagrams in the Text, and 

172 Maps and Diagrams in Colour, with Index, forming a complete Atlas. 

George Philip & Son, London, 1906. (Price, 6s.) 

A quarto text-book and atlas combined, like most of those used in American 

schools, prepared on an ingenious and original plan and intended for use in a 
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geographical course of six years. Each topic is divided into sections A, B and C. 
The student in the lowest classes studies only the parts of the book under the 
heading A. In two yearsjie will reach the middle section, when he will review 
A and gain additional knowledge in the B section. When he has completed part 
B, he will take up the C or final section and, at the same time, review A and B. 

The long series of map's is studied in the same way. The names on each map 
are printed in three different colours, and the students in section A learn the most 
important names, which are brown; those in B learn the blue names also, and 
those in C the names in brown, blue, and red. The scheme is systematically pro- 
gressive, both in text and maps. The student is not permitted to forget what he 
has learned, if reviews will keep it in mind, and he is constantly adding to his 
stock of knowledge. 

The method of developing the subject is practical and logical. The attention 
of the beginner is attracted first to the phenomena around him, and he is led to 
deduct from them the principles of geography in accordance with the approved 
theories of physical geographers. Thus the principles of geography are first 
examined and then they are applied to the home country (Great Britain coming 
first in this text-book), and finally to countries becoming gradually more and 
more unlike the home country. 

Education rather than mere instruction is the end aimed at. The author 
desires to stimulate the reasoning faculty rather than the memory. In the hands 
of a good teacher this book, without doubt, can be effectively used as a means of 
intellectual training. The maps are excellent and very clearly illustrate the prin- 
ciples and facts given in the text. The numerous pictures and diagrams are 
accompanied by many notes and questions; and an unusual feature is the abund- 
ance of exercises. The pupil is required to study out the answers to many ques- 
tions. He must find from the maps before him the solution of many problems. 
The book cannot be used to advantage if any of these exercises are neglected, as 
the text frequently depends upon the correct solution of the problems. 

Geographical educators will be interested to see the practical results of using 
this text-book. There is only one point in which the work appears to be open to 
important criticism. In the A section the principles and facts are, of course, of a 
more elementary nature, but the author has not simplified his language, and in 
many places the young student may have difficulty in comprehending the text. 

The Birth of the Nation. By Mrs. Roger A. Pryor. xvi+352 111. 24. 
The Macmillan Co., New York, 1907. (Price, $1.75.) 

Under this rather ambitious title Mrs. Pryor has given a very readable ac- 
count of the settlement and the early years of the English colony at Jamestown, 
Virginia. Though in her treatment of the subject she has touched lightly or not 
at all upon the economic Or political problems confronting the nation at its birth, 
the book has a more than ephemeral value. 

In preparing to write a story which would give to the visitors at the James- 
town Exposition a concise account of the historical events which it commemorated, 
the author studied very carefully all the accessible copies of manuscripts written 
by the founders of the colony. In this way she gathered interesting material 
not only regarding the life of the colonists, but also regarding the family life 
of the Indians with whom they came in touch. So, for the first time, there have 
been brought together in one volume many entertaining facts about the James- 
town Indians. 



